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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 5, the phrase "said support further includes a lower 
portion having one of two pins resiliently biased outwardly and two holes and said 
bracket further includes the other of said two pins and said two holes, and said two 
pins are received in said two holes when said support is attached to said bracket" is not 
clear, whether the support including two pins and two holes or the bracket including two 
pins and two holes. From the drawing it appears the support including two apertures at 
a lower end portion and two pins, which resiliently biased outwardly through the 
apertures from inside the tubular portion. The mount includes two apertures for 
engaging and locking with the two pins of the support when the support is connected to 
the mount. 

Regarding claim 6, the phrase "said two pins" is not mention in claim 1 , but in 
claim 5. Therefore, it should be depended on claim 5. 

Regarding claim 7, claim 7 has the same problem with claim 5. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-4, 9, 14-16 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Creps et al. (4,721,320). 

Creps et al. in figures 1-6, disclose a bicycle trailer hitch or bicycle accessory 
device comprising a bracket (10) adapted to be mounted to a bicycle. The bracket 
includes a mount (86). Creps et al. also disclose a support (96) removable connected 
to the mount and a first quick release (94) connection between the support and the 
mount. Creps et al. also disclose a bicycle accessory (14) removably connected to the 
support and a second quick release (106) connection between the support and the 
bicycle accessory. The bicycle-coupling device has the same structure as claimed in 
the invention. Therefore, it can be used the same method from claim 18. 

Regarding claim 2, Perrin discloses the bracket, which is secured to the bicycle 
by an attachment mechanism. 

Regarding claim 3, Creps et al. discloses the mount, which is tubular. 

Regarding claim 4, Creps et al. discloses the bracket including a first portion 
having a pair of fingers (40, 42) that receive a frame of the bicycle and an opposing 
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second portion having an aperture to receive an attachment mechanism that secured 
the bracket to the bicycle. 

Regarding claim 9, Creps et al. discloses the first quick release connection, 
which is aligned with the second quick release connection. 

Regarding claim 14, Creps et al. discloses the removable accessory, which is a 
handle. 

Regarding claim 15, Creps et al. discloses the removable accessory, which is a 
wheeled trailing device. 

Regarding claim 16, Creps et al. discloses a flexible tube (98) between the 
support and the trailing device. 

5. Claims 1-4, 9, 14-16 and 18 are alternative rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Perrin (6,286,847). 

Perrin in figures 1-3, discloses a bicycle coupling device or bicycle accessory 
device comprising a bracket (12) adapted to be mounted to a bicycle. The bracket 
includes a mount (78). Perrin also discloses a support (80) removable connected to the 
mount and a first quick release (86) connection between the support and the mount. 
Perrin also discloses a bicycle accessory (92) removably connected to the support and 
a second quick release (86) connection between the support and the bicycle accessory. 
The bicycle-coupling device has the same structure as claimed in the invention. 
Therefore, it can be used the same method from claim 18. 

Regarding claim 2, Perrin discloses the bracket, which is secured to the bicycle 
by an attachment mechanism. 
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Regarding claim 3, Perrin discloses the mount, which is tubular. 

Regarding claim 4, Perrin discloses the bracket including a first portion having a 
pair of fingers (30, 30') that receive a frame of the bicycle and an opposing second 
portion having an aperture to receive an attachment mechanism (44, 46) that secured 
the bracket to the bicycle. 

Regarding claim 9, Perrin discloses the first quick release connection, which is 
aligned with the second quick release connection. 

Regarding claim 14, Perrin discloses the removable accessory, which is a 
handle. 

Regarding claim 15, Perrin discloses the removable accessory, which is a 
wheeled trailing device. 

Regarding claim 16, Perrin discloses a flexible tube (90) between the support 
and the trailing device. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-4 are alternatively rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Starks (5,988,663) in view of Creps et al. (4,721,320). 
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Starks in figures 1-5, discloses a bicycle coupling device or bicycle accessory 
device and method of removably attaching comprising a bracket (32) adapted to be 
mounted to a bicycle. The bracket includes a mount (34). Starks also discloses a 
support (37) removable connected to the mount and a first quick release (42) 
connection between the support and the mount. Starks fails to disclose a second quick 
release (86) connection between the support and the bicycle accessory. 

Creps et al. in figures 1-6, teach a bicycle accessory comprising a support (96) 
having first and second quick release connections (90, 106). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the bicycle accessory device of Starks with the support having first and second quick 
release connection as taught by Creps et al. in order to satisfy the aforementioned 
need. 

Regarding claim 2, Starks discloses the bracket, which is secured to the bicycle 
by an attachment mechanism. 

Regarding claim 3, Starks discloses the mount, which is tubular. 

Regarding claim 4, Starks discloses the bracket including a first portion having a 
pair of fingers (35) that receive a frame of the bicycle and an opposing second portion 
having an aperture to receive an attachment mechanism (36) that secured the bracket 
to the bicycle. 
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8. Claims 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Perrin (6,286,847) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Burger 
(6,347,731). 

Perrin discloses the support, but fail to show a lower end portion of the support 
having two pins. 

Burger in figures 1-10, teaches a support (8) having two pins (15), which is 
resiliently biased outwardly. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the bicycle accessory device of Perrin with 
the support having two resiliently biased pins as taught by Burger in order to stay loose 
and easy for manipulation. 

9. Claims 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Perrin (6,286,847) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Kuo 
(6,398,247). 

Perrin discloses the support, but fails to show a storage rack. 

Kuo in figures 2-4, teaches a bicycle accessory comprising a pin (not number, 
figure 4), a support (22) including a removably accessory (20). The removably 
accessory is a storage rack including a mount (251), which is removably and pivotally 
attached to the support, wherein the storage rack including a first hole and the mount 
including a second hole. The pin is inserted into he first hole when aligned with the 
second hole to prevent pivoting of the storage rack relative to the mount. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
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modify the bicycle accessory device of Perrin with the bicycle accessory having a 
storage rack as taught by Kuo in order to carry a user belonging. 

10. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Perrin (6,286,847) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Kirvutza 
(4,157,075). 

Perrin discloses the support having the removable accessory, but fails to show a 

flag. 

Kirvutza in figure 1, teaches a bicycle signal device comprising a removable flag 
(66). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the bicycle accessory device of Perrin with the bicycle 
accessory having a flag as taught by Kirvutza in order to provide a safety and for 
amusement or attraction purpose. 

11. Claims 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Creps et al (4,721,320) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Burger 
(6,347,731). 

Creps et al. discloses the support, but fail to show a lower end portion of the 
support having two pins. 

Burger in figures 1-10, teaches a support (8) having two pins (15), which is 
resiliency biased outwardly. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the bicycle accessory device of Creps et 
al. with the support having two resiliently biased pins as taught by Burger in order to 
stay loose and easy for manipulation. 
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12. Claims 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Creps et al (4,721,320) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Kuo (6,398,247), 

Creps et al. discloses the support, but fails to show a storage rack. 

Kuo in figures 2-4, teaches a bicycle accessory comprising a pin (not number, 
figure 4), a support (22) including a removably accessory (20). The removably 
accessory is a storage rack including a mount (251), which is removably and pivotally 
attached to the support, wherein the storage rack including a first hole and the mount 
including a second hole. The pin is inserted into he first hole when aligned with the 
second hole to prevent pivoting of the storage rack relative to the mount. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the bicycle accessory device of Creps et al. with the bicycle accessory having a 
storage rack as taught by Kuo in order to carry a user belonging. 

13. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Creps et al. (4,721,320) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Kirvutza 
(4,157,075). 

Creps et al. discloses the support having the removable accessory, but fails to 
show a flag. 

Kirvutza in figure 1, teaches a bicycle signal device comprising a removable flag 
(66). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the bicycle accessory device of Creps et al. with the 
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bicycle accessory having a flag as taught by Kirvutza in order to provide a safety and for 
amusement or attraction purpose. 

14. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Perrin (6,286,847) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Long 
(6,149,179). 

Creps et al. disclose the removable accessory, which is in wheeled trailing 
device, but fail to show in kickstand. 

Long in figures 1 and 4, teaches a bicycle comprising a kickstand (10) that is 
attached to the bicycle. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the bicycle accessory device of Perrin with 
the bicycle accessory having a flag as taught by Kirvutza in order to assist the bicycle in 
standing position when the bicycle is not use. 



Conclusion 

15. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Countts discloses a bicycle safety warning flag, Humlong 
discloses a bicycle basket. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hau V. Phan whose telephone number is 571-272-6696. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM-4:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Ellis can be reached on 571-272-6914. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Hau V Phan 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3618 




